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THE CLINTON-GORE ADMINISTRA-
TION IS REFUSING TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE FOR
OUR SENIOR CITIZENS

(Mr. WICKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, why is
the Clinton administration short-

changing Medicare? Under the Clinton-
Gore leadership, the executive branch’s
Health Care Financing Administration
is refusing to spend money which is
desperately needed by our Nation’s el-
derly population and which has been
authorized under the Balanced Budget
Act. This amounts to an astonishing
$20 billion this administration is with-
holding from the most deserving mem-
bers of our society: retired Americans
who are suffering from illness.

There is a lot of discussion in this
town about abiding by the caps of the
Balanced Budget Act, and I support the
idea of requiring our appropriation
bills to follow the budget. But when
the Congress and the President enact a
statute that says funds are needed to
ensure the health of our country’s
greatest generation, HCFA has an obli-
gation to abide by the law.

It is a scandal that the Clinton-Gore
administration is refusing to provide
adequate health care for our senior
citizens.

———————

AMERICA GIVES, GIVES, GIVES TO
RUSSIA AND RUSSIA TAKES,
TAKES, TAKES

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, a
classified report says, and I quote, Rus-
sia is spying on NATO and America.
The report goes on and says Russia has
recruited spies and is sabotaging our
activities in the Balkans. Now, if that
is not enough to scorch your Apache,
Russia is passing on our secrets to
Milosevic. Unbelievable. Think about
it. America gives, gives, gives to Rus-
sia. Russia takes, takes, takes; then
stabs us right in the back.

Beam me up. I say Russia is a bunch
of ingrates that should not get one
more penny from Uncle Sam. Finally I
say, after the bombing is over, let Rus-
sia go in with their rubles and rebuild
Yugoslavia, not Uncle Sam.

—————

THE QUESTION ARISES, WHAT
WAS THIS PRESIDENT OPPOSED
TO IN VIETNAM?

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
read a quote made recently by retired
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three star General Tom Griffin, at-
tempting to understand our involve-
ment in Yugoslavia. I quote: ‘“‘Now let’s
see here if I understand all this cor-
rectly. President Clinton has ordered
our forces to engage an entrenched, po-
litically motivated enemy backed by
the Russians, on their home ground, in
a foreign civil war, in difficult terrain,
with limited military objectives, bomb-
ing restrictions, boundary and oper-
ational restrictions, queasy allies, far
across the ocean, with uncertain goals,
without prior consultation with Con-
gress, the potential for escalation,
while limiting the forces at his dis-
posal, and the majority of Americans
opposed to or at least uncertain about
the value of the action being worth
American lives,” end quote.

When we review history, the question
arises, what was this President opposed
to in Vietnam? Are we going to learn
from the history of the 1960s?

————————

IF WE HAVE THE POWER TO
BOMB, THEN WE HAVE THE
POWER TO SETTLE THIS WAR IN
YUGOSLAVIA

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, there has been a lot of finger
pointing with the tragedy of Littleton,
Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today I an-
nounce a proposal for ‘‘give a child a
chance” omnibus mental health serv-
ices bill for our children, for there are
many things that we can do, but I be-
lieve that it is important that we lis-
ten to young people and provide them
with school counseling services and
guidance services which will be avail-
able to intervene for children at risk
and others.

Mr. Speaker, as we talk about vio-
lence, let me move quickly to a subject
and join my colleague in asking for a
cessation in the bombing. I have asked
the President for three days, 72 hours,
in order to begin talks on a negotiated
settlement over the Kosova conflict.

Mr. Speaker, I believe we can win. I
supported the air strike. I certainly did
not support the bill yesterday that was
throwing good money after bad, $15 bil-
lion, although I supported it before for
the refugees and military pay increase.
If one has the power, they need to use
it right. We need to go to the nego-
tiated settlement table right now and
deal with the request or the needs of
the NATO allies and begin to send refu-
gees back home.

When I went to the refugee camps in
Macedonia, they said one thing to me:
Promise to help us go back home. And
that was my promise. If we have the
power to bomb, then we have the power
to settle this.

We need to be at the table of settle-
ment, the negotiated settlement with
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Mr. Milosevic. It has nothing to do
with whether he is a war criminal.
That is another matter. Let us get a
negotiated settlement and stop this
conflict now. It is time now to stop the
bombing and begin to discuss the way
to really get our refugees back home
and bring our military personnel back
home.

———
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION
SHORTCHANGING SENIORS
(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, why is
the Clinton administration short-

changing our seniors? Here is a story
we will not be hearing much in the
mainstream media. The administration
is spending $20 billion a year less on
Medicare than Congress authorized and
provided under the 1997 Balanced Budg-
et Act. My colleagues heard that right,
and let me repeat it. The administra-
tion is hoarding $20 billion a year from
the funds the Republican Congress pro-
vided under the current law.

Skeptical? I encourage my colleagues
to give a call over to their friendly
HCFA offices and verify these numbers
for themselves. One can hardly grasp
the irony of the startling facts. The
same administration that has run mil-
lions and millions of dollars in decep-
tive Medicare TV ads aimed at scaring
seniors is now found to be short-
changing the same seniors they claim
to care so much about.

We cannot blame seniors for becom-
ing cynical about this administration’s
constant willingness to play politics
with Medicare. Do our seniors not de-
serve better?

———

ADMINISTRATION CUTS MEDICARE
BY REFUSING TO SPEND THE
MONEY

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, my
friend, the gentleman from Colorado
(Mr. SCHAFFER) points out yet another
way in which the Clinton-Gore team
says one thing and does another. In-
deed, to use the rhetoric of Mediscare
from 1996, in essence Mr. Clinton, Mr.
Gore and their liberal allies have cut
Medicare by $20 billion by refusing to
spend the money.

I suppose it will come as no great
surprise to the pundits and those in
town here engaged in spin, because we
have a credibility canyon of people
saying one thing and doing another.
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That is why, Mr. Speaker, not only in
terms of defending our seniors, but for
all Americans in terms of national se-
curity, this House should release the
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